POLICY:  JFS-2-5-13-A16
TITLE:
Discharge from Foster Care
EFFECTIVE DATE:  1/93


AUTHORIZED BY: Board of Trustees

REVISION DATE: 

Revised: 1-12-98


Revised: 1-26-99


Revised: 2-9-01


Revised: 2-10-03
A. A foster caregiver may request that a child be discharged from their home when this discharge is not in accordance with the child’s service plan, under the following conditions that include, but are not limited to:

1. When a foster parent feels the match is incorrect despite repeated attempts to ameliorate the issues; 

2. When extenuating circumstances warrant the unavailability of the foster parent;

3. When the child’s behavior and/or the required behavior management of a child exceeds the level of training for the foster parents; or 

4. Relocation out of the community and/or state.

Procedure: The foster parent may submit a written 30-day notice to House of New Hope.

B. When a foster parent is confronted with the following circumstances, they may request an emergency discharge or discharge not in accordance with the child’s service plan:

1. Violent sexual aggression;

2. Conviction of a violent crime involving a weapon;

3. Deliberate fire setting with malicious intent or repeated and intentional playing with fire such that damage to property or person could result;

4. Repeated, malicious, unsubstantiated/not indicated allegations of abuse or neglect against the foster parent; and

5. Physical aggression against the foster family.

C. An ejection or discharge request may be denied and/or result in a re-evaluation of caregiver’s competency to perform future foster care giving services under the following conditions:

1. When the cause given for discharge or ejection is due to behavior that the child was exhibiting at the time of placement or for which the child is being treated, and this information was made known to the foster caregiver at the time of admission; or 

2. When the cause given for discharge or ejection is due to a return from removal by law enforcement, psychiatric hospitalization, or AWOL, unless it is agreed with the Clinician that treatment is and will be ineffective in this placement.

Procedure: The foster parent may contact the Licensing Department and make a request by telephone or in writing.

D. When House of New Hope believes that foster child’s safety or the safety of others in the foster home are in imminent danger, House of New Hope may move the foster child to another foster home or to the placing agency without the collaboration or agreement of the current foster caregiver. 

E. When the resources to adequately manage a child’s behavior or safety within House of New Hope’s network is lacking, House of New Hope may:

1. Request the child’s discharge from the network with the placing agency in a manner consistent with the contractual requirements of that agency; or 

2. Move a youth, with the permission of the placing agency, to a more appropriate foster home.

The procedure for placing agency initiated discharge is as follows:

1. The placing agency must inform House of New Hope.

2. The foster caregiver is informed of the discharge plan and assists in completing a clothing inventory and packing the child’s belongings. Belongings must never be packed in trash bags and must always be clean and folded or wrapped.

3. The foster caregiver must return all paperwork connected to the foster child.  

4. The child’s assigned Clinician or designee will complete a Notice of Change within 24-hours and submit a Discharge Summary within 14-days.

