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It is the policy of House of New Hope to match foster children with specialized foster caregivers ensuring consideration of the child’s needs, the capabilities of the specialized foster caregiver, and family-centered, neighborhood-based practices, according to the following procedures:

1. Evaluate the foster child’s current needs;

2. Identify available specialized foster homes in the same or similar neighborhoods or communities as that in which the foster child had resided;

3. Evaluate the dynamics of the specialized foster home, including but not limited to: lifestyle, family system, support system, strengths, training; and

4. Evaluate the dynamics of the community, including but not limited to: schools, counseling facilities, community programs.

Should there exist capacity limitations for exceptional needs children, certain circumstance, if they exist, will justify an exception to the capacity rule. 

1. The need to place a sibling group;

2. Foster Caregivers with unique skills and abilities including, but not be limited to, the following:

a. A Treatment Foster Caregiver who is also appropriately trained and licensed professional such as a social worker, professional counselor, Psychologist, or teacher, or who has a minimum of a bachelor’s degree in a child development or social services field and five years of child care experience and training related to serving children in foster care, and whose primary support is from reimbursement as a treatment foster care giver may provide care for not more than five treatment foster children placed in a foster caregiver’s home (5101:2-5-36 (O)(2));

b. A Treatment Foster Caregiver who has received formal education/training or certification in an area of treatment (i.e., sex offending treatment, alcohol and other drug treatment, attachment disorder treatment; developmental disorder treatment), no less than two years of experience in treating this population, and approved by House of New Hope.

c. A Treatment Foster Caregiver with more than five years of training or experience working with exceptional needs children as a licensed/certified child care provider, school teacher, or other related field.

Procedure:

A Licensing Department representative, after determining that there is justification for an exception to the capacity limitations outlined in the OAC, will:

a. Document, in writing, the child’s exceptional needs and the Treatment Caregiver’s unique skills or abilities that justify making an exception to the capacity limitations outlined in the OAC.

b. Document the Director of Clinical Service’s (or designee) approval for the exception.

c. Place a copy of the documentation in the ICR and Foster Caregiver Record.

