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Policy: 
It is the policy of House of New Hope to assist all individuals with Intellectual and other Developmental Disabilities to determine their own future and decide how they want to live, work, and socialize within their community.    

Self determination is defined as an initiative that is built on the principles of freedom, authority, support, responsibility and confirmation.  Self-Determination gives a person with disabilities the freedom to decide how he or she will live, work and participate in the community, the authority to decide how the money allocated to them will be spent, supports that will allow that person to lead the life they choose, the responsibility of assuring that the money they are using is spent in a useful and appropriate manner: and confirmation that the person with disabilities and his or her family are critical to making life decisions and designing the system to help them.

FREEDOM: Through individualized budgets, people with disabilities will be able to use public dollars to build a life rather than to purchase pre-determined programs. 

AUTHORITY: Individuals with developmental disabilities will have meaningful control over a set amount of dollars that can be used to build the supports they need. They will be able to purchase only what is needed and pay for only what is received. 

SUPPORT: Support is the opposite of “programming.” Individuals with disabilities will be assisted to nurture informal relationships with family and friends as part of a support network. For those individuals who currently do not have these resources in place, we will work to create this informal network. 

RESPONSIBILITY: People with disabilities will assume responsibility for giving back to their communities, for seeking employment whenever possible, and for developing their unique gifts and talents. 
CONFIRMATION: Recognition that individuals with disabilities and their families must be a part of the process of the present and of the future.  
